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THE RIDOLE OF 420

Deadheads thought they fAipped the script on a California police code, but 4:20's origins are much simpler than that.

alleged police code. On several accasions, HIGH TIMES
has reported that there has never been any such code.

The police-code story became a Deadhead rumar,
fraveling far and wide. “Wha are thase people wha
made that flyer?” Goldsherry wonders. So do we.

As no one has challenged the Waldos’ assertion,
this establishes it as fact and certifies them as the
founders of 4:20. Even so, Goldsberry still likes the fly-
er's premise. “It's pot-smoking in progress—4.20 or
anytime,” she says. "It was part of the pat rebellion of
the early '30s. The Waldos Felt the same rebellion when
they did it. It's our power time.”

Following the fiyer's praclamation that 4/20 or April
20is the "grand master of all holidays,” Galdsberry estab-
lished the 420 Hemp Festival in San Francisco five years

‘ ago. This year's event at Maritime
Hall will feature dozens of hands
on four stages, the Hempseed Cafe

and 30 vendors, all starting at 4:20

PM and going for 12 hours. “it's the

iy 420 marathon,” she says.

s A, & The festival kicks off CAN's Can-

f nithon, which will continue for two

by Steve Bloom

. “The 4:20 Snack Shog in Negril,

Deadheads remember it well. A flyer
that told the story of 4:20. It circulated on
Oead tour for several years starting in 1990.

“It reached thousands and thousands of
people,” Lannabis Action Network director
Debby Goldsberry reminisces. “It's Xeroxed
folklore.”

The Flyer in question exhorted Deadheads
to SMOKE POT AT 4:20 and to WAKE 'N' BAKE
as well. The typewritten text began: “420
started in San Rafael, (A around the late
1970s, It started as the palice code For Mari-
juana Smoking in Pragress, After San Rafael
High School students heard of the police call,
they started to use the expression 420 when
referring to pot—'Let's go 420 dude.' "

An underground phenamenon was harn. |
brought back the flyer from my visit to the
Grateful Dead shows in Oakland, CA during
New Year's week in 1990, and we published it
in the May '91 issue under the erroneous heading “WAKE 'N' BAKE!" The illustra-
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The original 4:20 fiyer.

tion pictured a stoner in bed surrounded by clocks and a calendar set at 4/20. ’ weeks until the Marijuana March in

That was the official 4:20 story until Steve Waldo contacted HIGH TIMES edi- San Francisco on May 5. Whether we understand its cosmic significance, or even
tor-in-chief Steven Hager in 1998. He claimed that he and his friends, dubhed agree on its correct origin, 420 has become another reason to extal the virtues
“the Waldos,” coined the term in the early '70s when they were students at Gan of marijuana and challenge the Folly of prohibition. For that we can thank the
Rafael High School. They would get out of school at 3:10 and meet 70 minutes Waldos and a little Flyer that changed the world, s

later at the Louis Pasteur statue near
the entrance of the schaol parking lot.
“We reminded each other about the
meeting during the day,” Waldo Gteve
told Hager in the Dec. '98 article, by
saluting each other in the halls and
saying, ‘420 Louie."”

They convened at the statue
after school to smoke pot. “We did
discover that we could talk about
getting high in front of our parents
without them knowing by using the
phrase 420,” Walda Steve recalled.

The term had been a praduct of
the Waldos’ stoned imagination until
it leaked into the Deadhead lexicon
two decades later. [t made sense.

In 1971, the Waldos all lived and went to schoal in San Rafael, California.

The Grateful Oead and New Riders of the Purple Sage were basically a

consolidated San Rafael-based organization. Walde Mark's father was a

lacal real-estate hroker who found the Dead places to rehearse and also 8

found band members their hames in the Marin County hills. A hip dad— ; 5

over 60 years old at the time—he always took the Waldos to Gratefy : 5

Dead-New Riders shows [on the backstage guest fist]. §
Around the Dead Family, the Waldos always referred to getting high =

hy their Waldo code, “420." Waldo Dave's brother managed Dead -

bassist Phil Lesh's side band, Too Loose ta Truck. In a 1975-postmarked letter, Waldo Dave refers to “420,” men-

tions that his older brother was managing the band and writes of working at a show with his brother [and smaking

out with Lesh and David Crashy]. Walda Dave always used the term “420" around the Dead community in that era. .

An additional transfer into the Deadhead tommunity a few years later may have come Fram Olde 420 brand heer.
Also labeled as Deadhead Draft, it was made by Deadheads and the label had a lot of wording about the Grateful
The Dead had long lf:een baseq out of Oead. When | ran inta Phil Lesh, he told me that the Grateful Dead organization had nothing to do wifh the produc- .
5an Rafael. If's entirely possible tion of Deadhead Draft Olde 420 beer, and that he never really knew the arigin of 420,

that the flyer's unknown author
attended the same high school as
the Waldos, just years later. The
term was passed on like a game of
telephane. Finally, in 1990, 4:20
went public. However, it remains
unclear how 4:20 evalved from a

! simple high-school saying o an

Atthough it has often been rumored, 420 is nofa police code for drug-law enforcement. Orug enforcement in Cal-
ifornia, and.in San Rafael, is part of the state Health and Safety Code, in which all sections have five- and six-digit
numhbers, sometimes separated by a decimal point. Pot-related activities and violations Fall in the middle 11300s.
For example, possession of marijuana is 11357 HS, marijuana for sale is 11359 HS and transporting marijuana is
11360 HS. [Proposition 215, legalizing medical-marijuana use in Lalifornia, is 11362.5—Ed.]

There is no special code for marijuana use in progress. In the city of San Rafael, there are no municipal provi-
sions, viotations, infractions or codes relating to marijuana or other drugs. —Steve Waldo
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Started by the Waldos of San Rafael High School in Califarnia in 1972, 420
has become a symbol of how the countereulture adapts to appression. In much the
same way that early Christians used the symbol of a fish to communicate with each
other while heing oppressed by the Roman Empire, 420 has become the secret ston-
er code used fo communicate with members of the counterculture. Although the
number holds no significance for the sfrai'ghfworld stoners have universally
embraced it, to the point where April 201 has become our New Year celebration. This
year, we'll be celebrating the first 420 of a new millennium. We hope this issue con-
trihutes to making this 420 the biggest and best in history.

Unfortunately, there's a dark side to 420, and we've made no attempt to hide it.
From Columbine te Waco, we wanted fo explnre all aspects of 420 in this special cal-
lectors’ issue.

We included the bad as well as the good because there are important lessons to
be learned from Columbine and Wai:g. In the first case, a teenager on Luvox went on
a murderous spree, killing people because they confessed to helieving in God. In the
second, the government targeted a collection of Bible students because they specu-
lated in arms sales. Tragedies like Calumbine and Waca are the result of a main-
stream culture spiraling out of balance,

The counterculture will not prnduc,eifragedies like Columbine and Waco. Why?
Because we reject guns, violence and synthetic mind-altering substances. And most-
ly because we don’t conduct jihads against cultures we don't agree with,

What does 420 mean to you? Write and tell us and we'll try to include your per-
spective in our next 420 special issue.

Have a great 420.
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Steven Hager
Editor-in-Chief
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